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Questions?

Questions or inquiries concerning Basic Property
Maintenance and Rental Housing Standards can be
directed to the CDS Code Enforcement Department by
calling (270) 887-4285 or by fax at (270) 632-2054
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ORDINANCE 02-2016
“Retaliatory Conduct Prohibited”

(A) It shall be unlawful for a landlord to retaliate by increasing rent or decreasing
services or by bringing or threatening to bring an action for possession after the
tenant has made a good faith complaint to a Code Enforcement Officer or other
governmental agency of a violation of this Chapter applicable to the rented
premises. In order to qualify as a good faith complaint pursuant to this section,
said complaint shall be communicated by the tenant to the landlord in writing
prior to filing said complaint with a Code Enforcement Officer or other gov-
ernmental agency, and said complaint results in a Notice of Violation.
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If a landlord is in violation of subsection A of this section, the tenant may re-
cover possession or terminate the rental agreement and, in either case, recover
an amount not less than $150.00 and not more than $900.00. If the rental
agreement is terminated, the landlord shall return all prepaid rent. In an action
by or against the tenant, evidence of a good faith complaint within six (6)
months before the alleged act of retaliation creates a presumption that the land-
lord’s conduct was in retaliation. The presumption of retaliation shall continue
for a period of six months after the landlord completes any required repairs
pursuant to the Basic Property Maintenance Code and as certified by a code
enforcement officer. The presumption does not arise if the tenant made the
complaint after notice of a proposed rent increase or diminution of services.
“Presumption” means that the trier of fact must find the existence of the fact
presumed unless and until evidence is introduced which would support a find-
ing of its nonexistence. The prevailing party in any action filed pursuant to this
section shall be entitled to recovery of reasonable attorney fees not to exceed
$500.00.

Important Note: Chapter 163 of the Hopkinsville Code of
Ordinances, Basic Property Maintenance Code pertains to ALL
residential dwellings. This includes all Single Family and
Multi-Family dwellings, Rental or Homeowner Occupied.

The Attorney Generals Office Publishes a

Rental Housing Guide that can be found on
the City’s Website along with a Unit

Checklist for Tenants of Rental Housing




