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HOPKINSVILLE:
FOUR NEW ORDINANCES THAT WILL IMPROVE OUR CITY:

As emphasized in a recent Kentucky New Era Op-Ed article (3/29/18), the Human
Relations Commission (HRC) recommends the Hopkinsville City Council enact four new
landlord/tenant ordinances before July 1, 2018. Once passed, the HRC believes the new
ordinances will significantly impact 10 percent of Hopkinsville’s landlords; the remaining 90
percent should be minimally impacted. The HRC believes the passage of the ordinances
requires more political courage than re-inventing the wheel. Progressive cities like
Louisville, Lexington, Covington, and Clarksville, Tennessee have already passed the
same or similar ordinances. All City Council needs to do is replace “Covington” with
“Hopkinsville” and move forward.

Once passed, tenants will have legal remedies already available in other communities.
Once passed, some landlords will have to upgrade their residential rental properties to
satisfy the city’s basic property maintenance code. Once passed, the identity of all
residential rental landlords will be known and the city will not have to rely upon the honor
system for landlord’s to pay taxes. Once passed, code enforcement officers will have the
tools to effectively fully perform their tasked responsibilities. Once passed, tenants will not
go homeless and landlords will not go broke. Cities with similar ordinances have survived
and are prospering. The four ordinances are reasonable and have proven effective in

similar communities. A summary of each ordinance is as follows:
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1. Property Maintenance Code:

Code enforcement officers would become employees of the City of Hopkinsville rather
than the Community Development Services (CDS). As the City and Christian County
Fiscal Court already fund the CDS, the passage of the new ordinances should not become
a funding concern. The CDS' current budget is over $1,000,000 and over $200,000 is
specifically allocated to code enforcement.

2. Uniform Residential Landlord & Tenant Act (URLTA):

The Uniform Residential Landlord & Tenant Act (URLTA) was passed in 1985 and is
applicable in 48 states, including 20 municipalities and 4 counties in Kentucky. However,
the Kentucky legislature requires each city and county to vote individually if URLTA is to
apply in their community.

Once passed, broadened benefits include: 1. Security deposits would be kept in a
separate bank account and not comingled with other funds. 2. If a landlord fails to timely
correct a reported violation a tenant could reasonably repair the noncompliance and
deduct the actual cost from future rent. 3. And, a tenant could obtain reasonable substitute

housing during a noncompliance period and not pay rent until timely repaired.
3. Required Landlord Rental License:

Currently, a tenant must invite a code enforcement officer inside before an inside property
inspection can be made. Under the recommended ordinance, as a business transaction is
involved, code enforcement officers would have the authority to use their professional
judgment to make an inside inspection. The tenant’s permission, and any fear of eviction
by granting permission, would no longer be a factor. For example, if the same approach
applied to law enforcement, a police officer would not be able to stop a robbery unless the
victim specifically requested the officer for assistance. The ineffectiveness of the city’s
current approach is clear as only 6 of 1,900 code enforcement complaints during 2016-17
involved inside property inspections. No citations were filed.
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For this reason, the HRC believes this ordinance is crucial for code enforcement officers to
make inside property inspections. This ordinance would require every residential landlord
to obtain a free rental license by reregistering online with the City. If a landlord fails to
comply the City could revoke the landlord’s rental license. In addition, the City would know
the identity of all landlords; this is not presently the case.

4. Criminal Activity as a Public Nuisance

This ordinance would protect tenants and neighboring property owners from re-occurring
criminal activity on residential rental properties. Tenants and families would be protected
from living next door to nearby units in which illegal activity is conducted. As the future
identity of all landlords would be known due to the Rental Licensing ordinance, a landlord
would be notified by text or email when the Hopkinsville Police Department is called to a
particular rental unit. |If the criminal activity persists, a landlord could be fined and his/her
rental license revoked. This ordinance encourages landlords to screen potential tenants for
credit and criminal background checks.

The Passage of All Four Ordinances is “the right thing to do.”

When the HRC formally presents its recommendations to the Council as a Whole on April
19, 2018, Hopkinsville will have the opportunity to correct long-standing housing inequities.
Whether for humanitarian or economic reasons the HRC encourages City Council “to do
the right thing”.

If you agree Hopkinsville should have habitable housing for all citizens, the HRC
encourages you to contact your City Council member to vote for all four recommended
ordinances. Or, whether a landlord or tenant, confidentially email your story or opinion to
the Human Relations Commission at hrc@hopkinsvilleky.us or post on Facebook at
Human Relations. So that City Council can more fully appreciate the magnitude of our
city’s current landlord/tenant issues, all voices within our community must be expressed

and heard.
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HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION: Bernard Standard, Executive Director; Pansy
Amerson, Kenneth Anderson, Patricia Bell, Matthew Handy, Ron Hicks, Alissa Keller,

Carol Kirves, Jack Lackey, Molly Lewis, Idalia Luna, Delicia Palmer, Kaye Peterson, Wynn
Radford, Toni Riley, Jack Shah.
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